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The Meddlesome Matchmakers:
The Role of Matchmakers in China's Marriage Corners

YUE Hengxuan

Abstract:

With the rise in unmarried and delayed marriages, Chinese parents increasingly assume responsibility for
their children's marriage prospects, often seeking potential spouses for them in urban park "marriage corners."
This ethnographic study examines interactions between matchmakers and parents of unmarried children
within these spaces. Prior research indicates that middle-aged and elderly parents ease their anxieties through
mutual communication, while commercial marriage agencies balance financial gain with the demands of

different generations. However, in the "marriage corners,"

interactions extend beyond those with marriage
agencies to include dynamic exchanges between various types of informal matchmakers and parents. This
paper focuses on the activities of individual, informal matchmakers, known as "hongnian," who navigate
boundaries between financial transactions, friendship, professionalism, and amateurism. The findings suggest
that through close relationships, these matchmakers not only alleviate parents' concerns for their unmarried

children but also find a sense of purpose and fulfillment in their later years.

Keywords: China, unmarried society, matchmaking, matchmakers, parents

BHiN 7N
—HhEOAREBRAEVIIBIT S “ K" OfH—

®E

RIS - BASILASECH T, MEOB bR &b ORI flida LA, AHREO “ HBA (RRBERE) 7
TTELORBERL 217> T do A, “HIBA " 2RI, MM NERED T & 2HOB b ORMKRZ
fil { RIRREMIBFZE T B0 FEATHIZETIZ, F & b DKM Z GALY 2 i AFEH T L35S % 2 TARL 2 L T
WD — 5 T E R IR AT X B 2 1 e 30 2RO = — X 2T T2 LS 5 2 L HMENTw5, LaL,
BT TR, BE LR R LA . SESE RS A TOMAMANEBREDOFEELLRPRONL, £2T
AFLTIE “FIR” EIFEN DA ¥ 7 4 =< VM NOTEEICERZ BT, HOPE|RERN, Tne T~ F
TEVSIBRETERLOOBL L L OBELHEREECEEZRLL T 5, LT BZLOREDPHL S22
T O DPBFIHAER L EDPCZ A ZTHRTZYSNITT 2,

o1






